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Big Silver Lake Management Plan 

 
The Big Silver Lake Management Plan was developed with input from residents and lake users at a series of four public planning sessions 
held at the Waushara County Courthouse in Wautoma, Wisconsin in January through April 2016. The inclusive community sessions were 
designed to learn about and identify key community opportunities, assets, concerns, and priorities. Representatives of state and local 
agencies, as well as nonprofit organizations, also attended the planning sessions to offer their assistance to the group in developing a 
strategic lake management plan (LMP).  
 
The plan was adopted by the Silver Lake Management District on  October 10, 2016. 
                     Date 
 
        
 
The plan was approved by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources on May 3, 2017. 
           Date 
 
 
 
The plan was accepted by the Town of Marion on May 11, 2017. 
       Date 
 
 
 
The plan was accepted by Waushara County on November 2, 2016. 
            Date 
 
 

Any changes, updates or revisions to this document after the last date on this page do not reflect 
contributions made or approved by University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 
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Introduction  
Big Silver Lake is located in the township of Marion, east of the city of Wautoma. Access is provided to the public with three public boat launches which 

are located on its western, eastern and south sides. Big Silver Lake is a 328-acre seepage lake with groundwater and surface runoff contributing most of its 

water. Its maximum depth is 50 feet. The lakebed has a moderate slope with bottom sediments that are mostly sand with a small amount of gravel; muck 

is found in the deeper regions of Silver Lake.  

Increasing abundance of nuisance plants and high recreational use has a resulted in a long history of conservation and management efforts. Various grants 

have been awarded in the past for projects on Big Silver Lake. 

¶ Large scale lake planning grant for Silver Lake Sanitary District to complete a water quality and sedimentation study ς 1994 

¶ Large scale lake planning grant for Silver Lake Management District for Comprehensive Lake Study ς 2004 

¶ AIS control grant for Silver Lake Management District for EWM herbicide control ς 2004 

¶ Small scale lake planning grant for Silver Lake Management District to purchase a dissolved oxygen and temperature meter ς 2007 

¶ Lake protection grant for Waushara County to develop a County lake planning matrix ς 2011 

¶ Lake protection grant for Waushara County to characterize aquatic plant communities and water quality, identify critical landscape features, and 

develop tools for lake water quality planning related to land use for lakes within the County ς 2012 

¶ AIS control grant for Golden Sands RC&D to conduct Clean Boats, Clean Waters at one public boat landing on Big Silver - 2015 

¶ A 5-year adaptive management plan for hybrid milfoil was developed by Onterra, LLC - 2015 

In 2016, community members around Big Silver Lake came together again, to learn about and discuss the latest information about Big Silver Lake and to 

update its lake management plan. This document provides some background information about Big Silver Lake while laying out a framework for the 

protection and improvement of lake features identified as important to the community. This framework, or lake management plan, provides the guidance 

needed for citizens and others involved in lake or land management to achieve the vision of the Big Silver Lake community.  

Overarching Vision for Big Silver Lake 

Big Silver Lake will remain a clean, clear lake that is excellent for swimming, skiing, fishing and 

boating with a healthy balance of aquatic plants and recreational opportunities. It will be managed by 

ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ 
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Implementing the content 

within this lake 

management plan will 

enable citizens and other 

supporters to achieve the 

vision for Big Silver Lake 

now and in the years to 

come. 

 

This planning process included a series of four public planning sessions held between January and April 2016 at the Waushara County Courthouse. Public 

participation in these sessions was invited via letters mailed to Big Silver Lake waterfront property owners and by press releases in the Argus. In addition, 

participants were sent emails about upcoming meetings which could be forwarded to others. In order to involve and collect input from as many people as 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘƻǇƛc(s). The public was 

informed about the surveys via postcards (waterfront property owners) and press releases in local newspapers. The surveys could be completed 

anonymously online or on paper upon request. Survey questions and responses were shared at the planning sessions and can be found in the Appendix. 

Guest experts and professionals were invited to attend the planning sessions to assist area residents, Big Silver Lake 

District members, lake users, and representatives of local municipalities with the development of the lake 

management plan. They presented information and participated in discussions with participants to provide context, 

insight and recommendations for the lake management plan, including environmental and regulatory considerations. 

Information provided by the professionals was organized into the same discussion topics as the surveys:  the fishery 

and recreation, the aquatic plant community, water quality and land use, shoreland health, and communication. 

After learning about the current conditions of each topic, participants identified goals, objectives, and actions for the 

lake management plan that were then recorded by professionals from UW-Stevens Point. Planning session notes and 

presentations were posted to the Waushara County website. 

The Big Silver Lake Planning Management Committee consisted of property owners, recreational users and District 

board members. Technical assistance during the planning process was provided by the Waushara County 

Conservationist, the Waushara County Community, Natural Resources and Economic Development Extension Agent, and professionals from the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), Golden Sands Resource Conservation and Development, Inc. (RC&D), University of Wisconsin-Extension 

(UWEX), and the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point Center for Watershed Science and Education (CWSE). 

This lake management plan (LMP) and the process used to create and update it allow the community to guide the health of its lake. It is a dynamic 

document that identifies goals and action items for the purpose of maintaining, protecting and/or creating desired conditions in a lake over the next 20 

years. It will provide guidance for future boards, lake users, and technical experts by identifying which issues have been addressed and how successful 

previous efforts were. Each plan is unique, dependent upon the conditions of the lake, its watershed, and the interests of the stakeholders involved. The 

actions identified in a LMP can serve as a gateway for obtaining resources, including grant funding, to help implement activities outlined in the plan. 

Because many entities are involved in lake and land management, it can be challenging to navigate the roles, partnerships, and the resources that are 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƪŜȅ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ identify opportunities for 

enǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΣ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜƴǘƛŦǳƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
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Who can use the Big Silver Lake Management Plan, and how can it be used? 

¶ Individuals:  Individuals can use this plan to learn about the lake they love and their connection to it. People living near Big Silver Lake can have 

the greatest influence on the lake by understanding and choosing lake-friendly options to manage their land and the lake.  

¶ Silver Lake Management District:  This plan provides the District with a well thought out plan for the whole lake and lists options that can easily 

be prioritized. Annual review of the plan will also help the District to realize its accomplishments. Resources and funding opportunities for District 

management activities are made more available by placement of goals into the lake management plan, and the District can identify partners to 

help achieve their goals for Big Silver Lake. 

¶ Neighboring lake groups, sporting and conservation clubs:  Neighboring groups with similar goals for lake stewardship can combine their efforts 

and provide each other with support, improve competitiveness for funding opportunities, and make efforts more fun. 

¶ The Town of Marion:  The town can utilize the visions, wishes, and goals documented in this lake management plan when considering town-level 

management planning or decisions within the watershed that may affect the lake.  

¶ Waushara County:  County professionals will better know how to identify needs, provide support, base decisions, and allocate resources to assist 

in lake-related efforts documented in this plan. This plan can also inform county board supervisors in decisions related to Waushara County lakes, 

streams, wetlands, and groundwater. 

¶ Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources:  Professionals working with lakes in Waushara County can use this plan as guidance for 

management activities and decisions related to the management of the resource, including the fishery, and invasive species. Lake management 

plans help the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ƭŀƪŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ ! ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƭŀƪŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴg from the State ς 

if multiple Waushara County lakes have similar goals in their lake management plans, they can join together when seeking grant support to 

increase competitiveness for statewide resources. 
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Background  
One of the first steps in creating this plan was to gather and compile data about the lake and its ecosystem to understand past and current lake 

conditions. This was done alongside 32 other lakes as part of the Waushara County Lakes Project. The Waushara County Lakes Project was initiated by 

citizens in the Waushara County Watershed Lakes Council who encouraged the Waushara County to work in partnership with personnel from UW-Stevens 

Point to assess 33 lakes in the county.  This effort received funding from the Wisconsin Department of Natural RŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΩ Lake Protection Grant Program. 

Many of the lakes had insufficient data available to help evaluate current water quality, aquatic plant communities, invasive species, and shorelands, or 

had data obtained at differing frequencies or periods of time, making it difficult to compare lake conditions. Professionals and students from UW-Stevens 

Point and the Waushara County Land Conservation Department conducted the Waushara County Lakes Study and interpreted data for use in the 

development of lake management plans. Data collected by citizens, consultants, and professionals at the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

were also incorporated into the planning process to provide a robust set of information from which informed decisions could be made. Sources of 

information used in the planning process are listed at the end of this document for future reference.  The results of this project, including this plan, will 

assist citizens, municipalities, Waushara County, and State staff to efficiently manage water resources and help make informed decisions and policies that 

will affect their lakes now and for future generations. 

Several reports from the Big Silver Lake Study and the materials associated with the planning process and reports can be found on the Waushara County 

website: http://www.co.waushara.wi.us/. Hover over the Departments tab, then Zoning and Land Conservation, Land Conservation, and finally click on 

Lake Management Planning. Unless otherwise noted, the data used in the development of this plan were detailed in the report Waushara County Lake 

Study ς Big Silver Lake 2010-2012, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 

  

http://www.co.waushara.wi.us/default.aspx
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Goals, Objecti ves and Actions  
The following goals, objectives, and associated actions were derived from the values and concerns of citizens and members of the Big Silver Lake 

Management Planning Committee, and the known science about Big Silver Lake, its ecosystem and the landscape within its watershed. Implementing and 

regularly updating the goals and actions in the Big Silver Lake Management Plan will ensure that the vision is supported and that changes or new 

challenges are incorporated into the plan. A management plan is a living document that changes over time to meet the current needs, challenges and 

desires of the lake and its community. The goals, objectives and actions listed in this plan should be reviewed annually and updated with any necessary 

changes. 

Although each lake is different, to ensure a lake management plan considers the many aspects associated with a lake, the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources requires that a comprehensive lake management plan address, at a minimum, a list of topics that affect the character of a lake, 

whether each topic has been identified as a priority or as simply something to preserve. These topics comprise the chapters in this plan. For the purposes 

of this plan, the chapters have been grouped as follows: 

In-Lake Habitat and a Healthy Lake 

Fish Communityτfish species, abundance, size, important habitat and other needs 

Aquatic Plant Communityτhabitat, food, health, native species, and invasive species 

 Critical Habitatτareas of special importance to the wildlife, fish, water quality, and aesthetics of the lake  

   

Landscapes and the Lake 

 Water Quality and Quantityτwater chemistry, clarity, contaminants, lake levels 

              Shorelandsτhabitat, erosion, contaminant filtering, water quality, vegetation, access 

              Watershed Land Useτland use, management practices, conservation programs 

   

People and the Lake 

 Recreationτaccess, sharing the lake, informing lake users, rules 

 Communication and Organizationτmaintaining connections for partnerships, implementation, community involvement 

 Updates and Revisionsτcontinuing the process  

Governanceτprotection of the lake, constitution, state, county, local municipalities, Silver Lake Management District 
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List of Goals 
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Goal 5.  Big Silver Lake will have good water quality................................................................................................................................................................... 26 
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Goal 9.  Foster an environment of cordial recreational use. ....................................................................................................................................................... 37 
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Goal 11.  Review this plan annually and update as needed. ....................................................................................................................................................... 39 

 

Priority goals:  

 

 

 

Goal 1.  Improve and enhance fish habitat, especially in near-shore areas of Big Silver Lake. 

Objective 1.1.  Work to improve fish habitat along shoreland and near-shore areas and inform lake residents and users about fishery-related 

information and issues. 

 

 

 

Goal 3. Eliminate or effectively manage AIS in Big Silver Lake. 

Objective 3.1.  Continue to aggressively control hybrid water milfoil using adaptive management techniques. 

 

 
Goal 6.  Create a robust dataset for Big Silver Lake to evaluate trends, including declines and improvements, over time.   

Objective 6.1.  Continue current monitoring initiatives and begin collecting data that are not routinely recorded. 
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Lead persons and resources are given under each objective of this plan. These individuals and organizations are able to provide information, suggestions, 

or services to accomplish objectives and achieve goals. The following table lists organization names and their common acronyms used in this plan. This list 

should not be considered all-inclusive ς assistance may also be provided by other entities, consultants, and organizations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact information for organizations and individuals who support lake management in Waushara County can be found in Appendix A.   

Resource Acronym  

Center for Watershed Science and Education CWSE 

Citizen Lake Monitoring Network CLMN 

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection DATCP 

Golden Sands Resource Conservation and Development RC&D 

North Central Conservancy Trust NCCT 

Natural Resource Conservation Service NRCS 

Silver Lake Management District SLMD 

University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point UWSP 

University of Wisconsin Extension UWEX 

Waushara County Land Conservation Department WCLCD 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources WDNR 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation WDOT 

Waushara County Watershed Lakes Council WCWLC 

Wisconsin Environmental Analysis Laboratory WEAL 

Goal 10.  Increase participation in lake stewardship.  

Objective 10.1.  Develop opportunities for education and outreach among full and part-time residents. 
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Photo courtesy of Limnology Center, UW Madison. 

In-Lake Habitat and a Healthy Lake 
Many lake users value Big Silver Lake for its fishing, wildlife, and good water 

quality. These attributes are all interrelated; the health of one part of the lake 

system affects the health of the rest of the plant and animal community, the 

experiences of the people seeking pleasure at the lake, and the quality and 

quantity of water in the lake. Habitat is the structure for a healthy fishery and 

wildlife community. It can provide shelter for some animals and food for others. 

Lake habitat occurs within the lake, along all of its shorelands, and even extends into its watershed for some species. Many animals that live in and near 

the lake are only successful if their needs ς food, a healthy environment, and shelter ς are met. Native vegetation including wetlands along the shoreline 

and adjacent to the lake provides habitat for safety, reproduction, and food, and can improve water quality and balance water quantity. Some lake visitors 

such as birds, frogs, and turtles use limbs from trees that are sticking out of the water for perches or to warm themselves in the sun. Aquatic plants infuse 

oxygen into the water and provide food and shelter for waterfowl, small mammals, and people. The types and abundance of plants and animals that 

comprise the lake community also vary based on the water quality, and the health and characteristics of the shoreland and watershed. Healthy habitat in 

Big Silver Lake includes the aquatic plants, branches, and tree limbs above and below the water. 

The Fish Community  

A balanced fish community has a mix of predator and prey species, each with different food, habitat, nesting substrate, and water quality needs in order 

to flourish. Activities in and around a lake that can affect a fishery may involve disturbances to the native aquatic plant community or substrate, excessive 

additions of nutrients or harmful chemicals, removal of woody habitat, shoreline alterations, and/or an imbalance in the fishery. Shoreland erosion can 

cause sediment to settle onto the substrate, causing the deterioration of spawning habitat. Habitat can be 

improved by allowing shoreland vegetation to grow, minimizing the removal of aquatic plants, providing 

fallen trees or limbs in suitable areas, and protecting wetlands and other areas of critical habitat.  

People are an important part of a sustainable fish community; their actions on the landscape and the 

numbers and sizes of fish taken out of the lake can influence the entire lake ecosystem. Putting appropriate 

fishing regulations in place and adhering to them can help to balance the fishery with healthy prey and 

predatory species, can be adjusted as the fish community changes, and can provide for excellent fishing. 

Managing a lake for a balanced fishery can result in fewer expenses to lake stewards and the public. While 

some efforts may be needed to provide a more suitable environment to meet the needs of the fish, they 

usually do not have to be repeated on a frequently reoccurring basis. Protecting existing habitat such as 

emergent, aquatic, and shoreland vegetation, and allowing trees that naturally fall into the lake to remain 
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in the lake are free of cost. Alternatively, restoring habitat in and around a lake can have an up-front cost, but the effects will often continue for decades. 

Costs in time, travel, and other expenses are associated with routine efforts such as fish stocking and aeration. Ideally, a lake contains the habitat, water 

quality, and food necessary to support the fish communities that are present within the lake and provide fishing opportunities for people without a lot of 

supplemental effort and associated expenses to maintain these conditions. 

The fishery in Big Silver Lake was last surveyed by biologists with the WDNR in the spring of 2015 using fyke netting and electrofishing. The following 

information was provided by Scott Bunde, WDNR Fisheries Technician, at the March 16, 2016 planning session: 

¶ Northern pike were in fair abundance, with 73 captured during the survey, but the size structure was poor (RSD26=6%), growth was below 

average, only нсΦнέ ŀŦǘŜǊ у ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ the fish were in poor condition (thin).  

¶ Walleye were in low abundance and all indications are that the fishery is comprised entirely of stocked fish with no evidence of reporduction.  

¶ Largemouth bass were in good abundance with a capture rate of 91/hr for fish greater than уέ and good size structure (PSD12=52%, RSD14=28%, 

RSD15=17%); however growth was below average, averaging only моΦфέ ŀŦǘŜǊ т ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

¶ Bluegill were in high abundance at a capture rate of 720/hr; a preferred rate would be 400-500/hr. The size structure was fair and improving (2015 

PSD6=26% and the 2004 PSD6 was 8%, the 2015 RSD7=5% and 2004 PSD7 was 3%). Growth was below average with bluegill taking 5 years to 

ǊŜŀŎƘ сέΦ 

¶ Black crappies were observed in slightly high abundance with a fair growth rate.  There is a particularly large class from 2012 which were тέ ŀǘ о 

years of age. 

Overall, the fishery in Big Silver waǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΦ aǊΦ .ǳƴŘŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

enhancement of fish and invertebrate habitat in the near shore areas of the lake which may include tree drops/fish sticks, brush fastened under docks and 

piers, and encouraging and maintaining the development of emergent native plants. This structure, particularly at the shoreline, is essential for many fish 

and wildlife species to thrive. 

Guiding Vision for the Fish Community 

Big Silver Lake will have a healthy fish community for recreational fishing. 
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Goal 1.  Improve and enhance fish habitat, especially in near-shore areas of Big Silver Lake. 

Objective 1.1.  Work to improve fish habitat along shoreland and near-shore areas and inform lake residents and users about fishery-related 

information and issues. 

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Work with WDNR to reestablish a connection to spawning areas 
across Highway 73 from Big Silver Lake. 

SLMD WDNR 
WDOT 

Ongoing 

Inform individuals about the importance of woody habitat in 
shallow water near-shore areas of Silver Lake and encourage 
placement in appropriate areas. 

Dave Bartz, WDNR Fish Biologist 
SLMD 

UWEX Lakes 
WCLCD 

Ongoing 

Continue to protect and restore shoreland areas and avoid 
shoreland alterations to improve fish habitat. 

Shoreland property owners WDNR Healthy Lakes Grants 
WDNR Fishery Biologist 
WCLCD 

Ongoing 

 

Aquatic Plants  

Aquatic plants provide the forested landscape within Big Silver Lake. They provide food and habitat for 

spawning, breeding, and survival for a wide range of inhabitants and lake visitors including fish, waterfowl, 

turtles, amphibians, birds, as well as invertebrates and other animals. They improve water quality by releasing 

oxygen into the water and utilizing nutrients that would otherwise be used by algae.  

A healthy lake typically has a variety of aquatic plant species which creates diversity that makes the aquatic 

plant community more resilient and can help to prevent the establishment of non-native aquatic species. 

Aquatic plants near shore and in shallows provide food, shelter and nesting material for shoreland mammals, 

shorebirds and waterfowl. It is not unusual for otters, beavers, muskrats, weasels, and deer to be seen along a 

shoreline in their search for food, water, or nesting material. The aquatic plants that attract the animals to 

these areas contribute to the beauty of the shoreland and lake. 

During an August 2013 aquatic plant survey of Big Silver Lake, 77% (347 of 447) of the sampled sites had 

vegetative growth and approximately 30% of the sites sampled had dense vegetation. Twenty-three species of 

aquatic plants were found, with the greatest plant species diversity in the shallows bordering the lake. The 

most common species (45% of sites) was common waterweed followed by coontail (42%) and southern naiad 

(27%). Two invasive species, Eurasian watermilfoil and curly-leaf pondweed were also observed. More detailed 

Elodea, Common Waterweed 

Coontail 
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information can be found in the 2014 Big Silver Lake Aquatic Plant Report or the Big Silver Lake 2010-2012 Lake Study Report. 

Clearly, aquatic plants, both the abundance and the invasive species, were identified as some of the top challenges in Big Silver Lake. Many people around 

Big Silver Lake recognize the importance of aquatic plants to the fish and wildlife; however, most did not connect the benefits of healthy (not too sparse or 

dense) plant growth in the shallows to a healthy fishery. This near shore vegetation provides critical habitat for young fish, their food, and other species 

such as dragonfly larvae. Near shore aquatic plant growth also serves to break up waves, thus reducing negative impacts to the shoreline. Survey 

respondents felt the amount of plants in the lake are too great for fish, wildlife, and their enjoyment of the lake. July and August were identified as the 

months with nuisance-level growth. Forty-four percent of 80 survey respondents indicated that they use fertilizer on their property; this suggests that 

there is a disconnection in their understanding that fertilizer containing nitrogen and phosphorus can increase the growth of aquatic plants. 

Guiding Vision for Aquatic Plants in Big Silver Lake 

Big Silver Lake will have a healthy and diverse native plant community that supports a balanced fishery and promotes 

good water quality while maintaining swimming and recreational access. 

Goal 2.  Protect the diversity of native plants in and around Big Silver Lake. 

 

Objective 2.1.  Maintain the native aquatic plant community within Big Silver Lake while allowing for recreational use that is only 
minimally impeded by excessive aquatic plant growth. In general, as many aquatic plants should be left in place as is tolerable by the 
landowner. Regulations allow a landowner to clear up to a 30-foot diameter area around their dock and/or lake access. 

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Inform property owners of the importance of native aquatic vegetation to impede the 
establishment of additional AIS, provide food and habitat for wildlife, and protect the 
shoreline via educational materials provided at the annual meeting and in the spring 
newsletter. 

SLMD UWEX Lakes 
WCLWC 
 

Ongoing 

If plants severely impede recreation, consider hand-pulling small areas around private 
docks (within WDNR guidelines). Cleared lakebed is ideal habitat for AIS so be vigilant 
about watching for AIS in these areas. 

Shoreland property 
owners 

WDNR Lake 
Biologist 

Ongoing 

Reduce nutrients on the land to reduce plant growth in the lake. By reminding 
shoreland property owners about refraining from the application of 
herbicides/pesticides or fertilizers on shorelands at annual meeting and in newsletter. 

SLMD UWEX Lakes Ongoing 

Shoreland property owners that feel they need to apply fertilizer should first test 
their soil to determine if it is warranted. 

Shoreland property 
owners 

WC UWEX As needed 
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Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)  

Aquatic invasives species are non-native aquatic plants and animals that are unintentionally introduced into a lake by lake users. This most commonly 

occurs on trailers, boats, equipment, and from the release of bait. In some lakes, aquatic invasive plant species can exist as a part of the plant community, 

while in other lakes populations explode, creating dense beds that can damage boat motors, make areas non-navigable, inhibit activities like swimming 

and fishingΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜǎΩ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ If an invasive plant species not previously documented in Big Silver Lake is observed by any lake user, the 

lake user is encouraged to refer to Appendix C for more information on how to report it. 

Zebra mussels  
The zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha) is a tiny (1/8-inch to 2-inch) bottom-dwelling clam native to Europe and 

Asia. Zebra mussels were introduced into the Great Lakes in 1985 or 1986, and have been spreading throughout 

them since that time. They were most likely brought to North America as larvae in ballast water of ships that 

traveled from fresh-water Eurasian ports to the Great Lakes. Zebra mussels look like small clams with a yellowish or 

brownish D-shaped shell, usually with alternating dark- and light-colored stripes. They can be up to two inches long, 

but most are under an inch. Zebra mussels usually grow in clusters containing numerous individuals. Currently, 

there are no management strategies to control zebra mussels in the lake; however, strategies should be 

employed to ensure that recreationists in Big Silver Lake are not spreading zebra mussels to other lakes. 

Curly-leaf pondweed 
Curly-leaf pondweed (CLP) was first documented on Big Silver Lake in 2004, but it was not observed 

during the 2013 survey. This plant can live in harmony with the rest of the aquatic plant community but 

may become invasive.  The die-off of large beds of CLP in June can contribute to nuisance algae blooms 

throughout the summer. In Big Silver Lake CLP should be monitored annually in early June, and if the beds 

expand, management should be considered. 

Eurasian water-milfoil  

Eurasian water-milfoil (EWM) was first documented in Big Silver Lake in 1994. After its introduction, it 

quickly reached nuisance levels, resulting in reduced aesthetic value, recreational use and ecological 

health. Because of its increase in abundance and limited response to previously used herbicide 

treatments, in 2012 samples were tested and confirmed to be a hybrid between Eurasian and northern 

watermilfoils (HWM) by Green Valley State University. During the 2013 survey, EWM/HWM was 

present at 43% of vegetated areas and accounted ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ōƛƻƳŀǎǎΦ Lǘ 

occurs primarily near the shoreline around the lake and is relatively abundant in Foxtail Bay.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjL7rP7j5bLAhVITCYKHXiGCZUQjRwIBw&url=http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/fact/zebra.html&psig=AFQjCNHx8IYK6TAQfjio4FZq0VsZqIDQ3Q&ust=1456599975394617
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A  survey for hybrid water-milfoil was conducted in August 2015 by Onterra, LLC (see map). Approximately 52 acres of EWM/HWM were observed, with 

нм ŀŎǊŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘΩ ƻǊ ΨƳŀǘǘŜŘΩΦ 

EWM can exist as part of the plant community or it can create dense beds that can damage boat motors, make areas non-navigable, and inhibit activities 

like swimming and fishing. This plant produces viable seeds; however, it often spreads by fragmentation. Just a small fragment of the stem is enough to 

start a new plant, so spread can occur quickly if plants are located near points of activity such as beaches and boat launches.  

Figure 1. Location and density of HWM, August 2015. Map and survey, Onterra LLC. 
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Often multiple approaches and adaptive year-to-year changes in approach are most successful in controlling EWM/HWM. The population of EWM/HWM 

should be evaluated before and after treatments to determine the effectiveness of an approach in a given year and strategies for the subsequent year 

should be adjusted accordingly. EWM management involves evolving scientific knowledge; therefore, the management strategies for the management of 

EWM/HWM in Big Silver Lake should be adapted as EWM/HWM populations in the lake change and as new information becomes available.   

A 5-year management plan for hybrid milfoil, 2015 HWM Monitoring and Control Strategy Development Report, has been prepared by Onterra, LLC and is 

included in the Appendix. The following information originated from that plan. A challenge test can be conducted to determine which combination of 

chemicals will be effective in controlling that particular strain of HWM. Many different combinations of chemicals can potentially be used to treat HWM. 

Once hybrid was confirmed in 2013, 4 samples were analyzed through a PlanTEST Sonar Susceptibility Assay evaluation by SePRO. Based on the results of 

the herbicide screening, a rate of 6 ppb was determined to be effective in controlling the HWM in Big Silver Lake, with a recommended second and third 

reapplication (6ppb, 6ppb, 4ppb) (SePRO Corporation). 

Since 2000, the chemical Navigate, which is a granular form of 2,4-D, has been applied annually to 10-20 acres of EWM in Silver Lake. In May 2013, this 

strategy changed to limited treatment around the boat landings only, because this form of 2,4-D did not seem to have an effect on hybrid NWM/EWM. 

Beginning in 2009, even with biannual treatment occurring in both spring and fall, management for EWM became increasingly less successful.  
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Table 1. Past chemical treatments in Big Silver Lake. 

Date Acres Herbicide Active Ingredient Amount Rate Notes 
5/21/2003 5 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 675 lbs 135 lb/ac  

9/3/2003 13 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 1713 lbs 131.75 lb/ac  

5/18/2004 9 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 1200 lbs 133 lb/ac  

8/9/2004 0.06 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 5.1 lbs 110 lb/ac Private, single pier 

9/13/2004 15.7 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 2350 lbs 150 lb/ac  

11/4/2004 12 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 1950 lbs 162 lb/ac  

6/1/2005 16.2 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 3250 lbs 200 lb/ac  

10/1/2005 9.4 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 1594 lbs 170 lb/ac  

5/23/2006 16 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 3150 lbs 197 lb/ac  

6/1/2006 5 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 1000 lbs 200 lb/ac  

10/20/2006 3.9 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 600 lbs 150 lb/ac  

6/4/2009 19.4 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 3485 lbs 180 lb/ac  

10/1/2009 2.3 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 350 lbs 152 lb/ac  

10/27/2009 7.5 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 1500 lbs 200 lb/ac  

7/14/2010 8.2 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 1550 lbs 189 lb/ac  

9/29/2010 6.9 DMA-4 Liquid 2,4-d 105 gal 15.22 gal/ac All in Foxtail Bay 

8/18/2011 9.9 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 1980 lbs 200 lb/ac  

9/13/2011 10 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 2000 lbs 200 lb/ac  

10/3/2011 13.5 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 2650 lbs 200 lb/ac  

5/31/2012 24.8 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 4950 lbs 200 lb/ac  

5/31/2012 3.5 Navitrol Liquid triclopyr 50 gal ~1.5 ppm  

6/4/2012 15.3 Navigate Granular 2,4-d 3050 lbs 200 lb/ac  

8/1/2012 5.2 Navitrol DPF Granular triclopyr 1100 lbs ~2.0 ppm  

6/2014 328 Renovate OTF Granular triclopyr  180-200 ppb ae  

2015 NONE      

2016 328 SonarONE Fluridone    
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Guiding Vision for Aquatic Invasive Species 

Big Silver Lake will not experience adverse impacts from invasive species. 

 

Goal 3. Eliminate or effectively manage AIS in Big Silver Lake. 

Objective 3.1.  Continue to aggressively control hybrid water milfoil using adaptive management techniques. 

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Continue to implement the 5-year control strategy outlined in the attached Onterra 
aquatic plant management plan see Appendix) which includes a combination of 
herbicide treatment and manual removal techniques. 

SLMD WDNR Lake Manager 
Consultants 

Ongoing 
Update in 2020 

Consider working with other lakes to obtain a grant to hire divers (DASH) for manual 
removal of AIS from deeper areas of the lake. 

SLMD WDNR Lake Manager 
RC&D 

As needed 

 

Objective 3.2.  Proactively defend the lake from further establishment of AIS. 

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Continue Clean Boat Clean Waters monitoring at boat landings during busy times. SLMD CBCW 
RC&D 

Ongoing 

Maintain an AIS monitoring and early detection program. SLMD Consultants 
RC&D 

Ongoing 

Inform residents and lake visitors about invasive species spread prevention. 
Consider organizing programs to train those interested in identification and 
removal techniques. 

SLMD Consultants 
RC&D 
WCWLC 

Ongoing 

If new AIS is suspected or observed, follow the guidance in Appendix C:  Rapid 
Response Plan. 
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Critical Habitat  

Special areas harbor habitat that is essential to the health of a lake and 

its inhabitants. In Wisconsin, critical habitat areas are identified by 

biologists and other lake professionals from the Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources in order to protect features that are important to 

the overall health and integrity of the lake, including aquatic plants and 

animals. While every lake contains important natural features, not all 

lakes have official critical habitat designations. Designating areas of the 

lake as critical habitat enables these areas to be located on maps and 

information about their importance to be shared. Having a critical 

habitat designation on a lake can help lake groups and landowners plan 

waterfront projects that will minimize impact to important habitat, ultimately helping to ensure the long-term health of the lake.  

Although Big Silver Lake does not have an official critical habitat area designation, there are areas within Big Silver Lake that are important for fish and 

wildlife. Natural, minimally impacted areas with woody habitat such as logs, branches, and stumps; areas with emergent and other forms of aquatic 

vegetation; areas with overhanging vegetation; and wetlands are elements of good quality habitat. Identifying other important areas around the lake that 

are important habitat and informing lake users of their value can help raise awareness for the protection of these areas. 

 

Guiding Vision Big Silver LakeΩǎ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ 

Unique and special sensitive areas in and near Big Silver Lake will be enhanced and protected from degradation. 

 

Goal 4.  Preserve existing high quality habitat in and near Big Silver Lake for abundant fish and wildlife. 

Objective 4.1.  Critical habitat in and near Big Silver Lake will be identified and protected. 

Actions Lead person/group Resources Start/end dates 

Request critical habitat area designations from WDNR. SLMD WDNR Lake Specialists 2017 

If critical habitat is designated on Big Silver Lake, communicate 
to visitors why these areas are important. 

SLMD WDNR Critical Habitat Report Following critical habitat 
area designation 

Photo: Eddie Heath Photo: Robert Korth 
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Landscapes and the Lake 
[ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ 

watershed can affect both its water quantity and quality. While 

forests, grasslands, and wetlands allow a fair amount of 

precipitation to soak into the ground, resulting in more 

groundwater and good water quality, other types of land uses may 

result in increased runoff and less groundwater recharge, and may 

also be sources of pollutants that can impact the lake and its 

inhabitants. Areas of land with exposed soil can produce soil 

erosion. Soil entering the lake can make the water cloudy and 

cover fish spawning beds. Soil also contains nutrients that increase 

the growth of algae and aquatic plants. Development on the land 

may result in changes to natural drainage patterns and alterations 

to vegetation on the landscape, and may be a source of pollutants. 

Impervious (hard) surfaces such as roads, rooftops, and compacted soil prevent rainfall from soaking into the ground, which may result in more runoff 

that carries pollutants to the lake. Wisconsin State Highway 21 runs adjacent to Big Silver Lake from the northwest corner along most of its east side and 

contributes a large quantity of runoff with contaminants such as hydrocarbons and road salt. Additionally, a large parking area at the Silvercryst Supper 

Club drains to the lake without interception as do all three of the boat launches. Wastewater, animal waste, and fertilizers used on lawns, gardens, golf 

courses, and crops can contribute nutrients that enhance the growth of algae and aquatic plants in the lake. Land management practices can be put into 

place that better mimic some of the natural processes, and reduction or elimination of nutrients added to the landscape will help prevent the nutrients 

from reaching the water. In general, the land nearest the lake has the greatest impact on the lake water quality and habitat. 

{ƘƻǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ. It helps improve the quality of the runoff that is flowing across the landscape towards the 

lake. It also provides habitat for many aquatic and terrestrial animals including birds, frogs, turtles, and many small and large mammals. Healthy shoreland 

vegetation includes a mix of tall grasses/flowers, shrubs, and trees which extend at least 35 feet landward from the ordinary high water mark. Shorelands 

include adjacent wetlands, which also serve the lake by allowing contaminants to settle out, providing shelter for fish and wildlife, and decreasing the 

hazard of shoreline erosion by providing a shoreland barrier from waves and wind. 

The water quality in Big Silver Lake is the result of many factors, including the underlying geology, the climate, and land management practices. Since we 

have little control over the climate and cannot change the geology, changes to land management practices are the primary actions that can have positive 

ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ Big Silver Lake was assessed by measuring different characteristics including temperature, 

dissolved oxygen, water clarity, and water chemistry. All of these factors were taken into consideration when management planning decisions were made. 
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Zebra Mussels 

Water Quality  
Most survey respondents felt that water quality had a major impact on both their personal enjoyment value and the economic value of their lake 

property, however, over half of the respondents felt that the water quality had declined during their time on Big Silver Lake with heavy recreation, 

fertilizers and water level changes being the primary culprits. 

A variety of water chemistry measurements were used to characterize the water 

quality in Big Silver Lake. Water quality was assessed during the 2010-2012 lake 

study and involved a number of measures including temperature, dissolved oxygen, 

water chemistry, and nutrients (phosphorus and nitrogen). Nutrients are important 

measures of water quality in lakes because they are used for growth by algae and 

aquatic plants. Each of these interrelated measures plays a part in the lakeΩs overall 

water quality. In addition, water quality data collected in past years was also 

reviewed to determine trends in Big Silver LakeΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

Dissolved oxygen is an important measure in Big Silver Lake because a majority of 

organisms in the water depend on oxygen to survive. Oxygen is dissolved into the 

water from contact with air, which is increased by wind and wave action. Algae and 

aquatic plants also produce oxygen when sunlight enters the water, but the 

decomposition of dead plants and algae reduces oxygen in the lake. Sufficient 

oxygen for fish is present in the upper 25 feet throughout the year. Concentrations 

of dissolved oxygen were stratified throughout the summer. Periodically, spikes in 

dissolved oxygen concentrations were observed at depths between 12 feet and 32 

feet, which is the result of oxygen production by algae blooms. 

In Big Silver Lake, color was low, so the variability in transparency throughout the 

year is primarily due to fluctuating algae concentrations and/or re-suspended 

sediment following storms or heavy boating activity. Water clarity measured during 

the study was considered good, ranging from 10.5 feet to 28 feet. When compared 

with past data, the average water clarity measured during the study was better in all 

sampled months except for May, in which the clarity measurement was poorer. 

Generally, water clarity in Big Silver Lake was typically reduced during the late 

summer and early fall. The presence of zebra mussels contributes to increased water 
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One pound of phosphorus 

entering a lake can result in up 

to 500 pounds of algal growth! 

(Vallentyne, 1974) 

 

clarity measurements as these organisms are voracious filter feeders of plankton and other microscopic organisms. However, while the water may have 

better clarity, the negative impacts outweigh this one positive benefit. Plankton comprise the base of the food chain and therefore, a reduction in their 

numbers can affect all species, including fish.  Clearer water can also increase the area of the lakebed where aquatic plants can grow, which may not be 

the best thing for anglers, boaters, swimmers and other aquatic recreation users.  

Chloride, sodium and potassium are commonly used as indicators of how a lake is being impacted by human activity. The presence of these compounds 

where they do not naturally occur indicates sources of water contaminants. Big Silver Lake had moderate average chloride and potassium concentrations 

and elevated average sodium concentrations over the monitoring period.  Although these elements are not detrimental to the aquatic ecosystem, they 

indicate that sources of contaminants such as road salt, fertilizer, animal waste and/or legacy septic system effluent may be entering the lake from either 

surface runoff or via groundwater. Although septic systems around the lake were replaced with sanitary sewer 

in 1989-1990, the organic material in the drainfields can continue to leach nutrients for decades. 

Phosphorus is an element that is essential in trace amounts to most living organisms, including aquatic plants 

and algae. Sources of phosphorus can include naturally-occurring phosphorus in soils and wetlands, and 

groundwater. Common sources from human activities include soil erosion, animal waste, fertilizers, and septic 

systems. Although a variety of compounds are important to biological growth, phosphorus receives so much 

ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ άƭƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘέ in many Wisconsin lakes. Due to its relatively short 

supply compared to other substances necessary for growth, relatively small 

increases in phosphorus result in significant increases in aquatic plants and algae.  

During the study, total phosphorus concentrations in Big Silver Lake ranged from a 

high of 29 ug/L in early August 2011 to a low of 10 ug/L in late August 2011. The 

median summer total phosphorus concentrations were 18 and 17 ug/L in 2011 and 

нлмнΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƭƻǿ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǎǇƘƻǊǳǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ 20 ug/L 

for deep seepage lakes. Inorganic nitrogen concentrations in Big Silver Lake were 

within the natural background range for lakes in Waushara County.  

Managing nitrogen, phosphorus and soil erosion throughout the Big Silver Lake 

watershed is one of the keys to protecting the lake itself. Near shore activities that 

may increase the input of phosphorus to the lake include applying fertilizer, 

removing native vegetation (trees, bushes and native flowers/grasses), mowing 

vegetation, and increasing the amount of exposed soil. Nitrogen inputs to Big Silver 

Lake can result in increased aquatic plant growth. It can be controlled by using lake-
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friendly land management decisions, such as the restoration of shoreland vegetation, use of deeply rooted native plants in landscaping, 

elimination/reduction of fertilizers, proper management of animal waste, and the use of water quality-based management practices. According to survey 

responses, 43% 84 respondents indicated that they utilize fertilizer on their property. Ceasing this use would help to reduce concentrations of phosphorus 

in Big Silver Lake along with aquatic plant growth. Many of the shoreland property owners have not tested their soil to determine if fertilizer addition is 

even warranted; therefore, testing soil through an impartial lab would be a good first step. 

 

Guiding Vision for Water Quality in Big Silver Lake 

Big Silver Lake will have excellent water quality that supports a healthy lake ecosystem and quality recreation. 

 

 
Goal 5.  Big Silver Lake will have good water quality.  

Median concentrations of summer total phosphorus will be below the phosphorus standard of 20 mg/L and spring inorganic nitrogen concentrations 

below 0.3 mg/L. 

Objective 5.1. Shoreland property owners will be knowledgeable about their role in the water quality of Big Silver Lake and will manage their land 

accordingly.  

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Inform shoreland property owners about the impacts of nutrients and land 
management on water quality through the distribution of a District 
newsletter.  

SLMD WCWLC Ongoing 

Refrain from the use of fertilizers on shoreland properties (see Shorelands 
section). Encourage soil testing to determine if fertilizer is warranted. 

Shoreland property owners 
SLMD 

WC UWEX  Ongoing 

Encourage the restoration of unmowed vegetation to slow and absorb 
runoff and pollutants (see Shorelands section). 

SLMD WCLCD 
UWEX Lakes (info) 
WDNR Healthy Lakes Grants 

Ongoing 
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Goal 6.  Create a water quality dataset for Big Silver Lake to evaluate trends, including declines and improvements, over time.   

Objective 6.1.  Continue current monitoring initiatives and begin collecting data that are not routinely recorded. 

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Regularly monitor water clarity (minimum 5 times/summer).  Trained volunteer CLMN Coordinator Ongoing ς May-Sept 

Continue monitoring water chemistry (total phosphorus and chlorophyll-a). Trained volunteer CLMN Coordinator Ongoing ς summer 

Monitor the dates of ice on and ice off to relate to aquatic plant abundance 
over time. 

Interested volunteer CLMN Coordinator Ongoing  fall and 
spring 

Submit all collected data to WDNR SWIMS database for long term storage, 
interpretation, and use. 

Interested volunteer CLMN Coordinator As collected 
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Shorelands  

Shoreland vegetation is critical to a healthy lake ecosystem. It provides habitat for many 

aquatic and terrestrial animals including birds, frogs, turtles, and small and large mammals. It 

also helps to improve the quality of the runoff that is flowing across the landscape towards 

the lake. Healthy shoreland vegetation includes a mix of unmowed grasses/flowers, shrubs, 

trees, and wetlands which extends at least 35 feet landward from the ordinary high water 

mark (OHWM).  

To better understand the health of the Waushara County lakes, shorelands were evaluated. 

The survey inventoried the type and extent of shoreland vegetation. Areas with erosion, rip-

rap, barren ground, sea walls, structures and docks were also inventoried. A scoring system 

was developed for the collected data to provide a more holistic assessment. Areas that are 

healthy will need strategies to keep them healthy, and areas with potential problem areas 

and where management and conservation may be warranted may need strategies for 

improvement. The scoring system is based on the presence/absence and abundance of 

shoreline features, as well as their pǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ Values were tallied for each shoreline category and then summed to produce an overall 

score. Higher scores denote a healthier shoreline with good land management practices. These are areas where protection and/or conservation should be 

targeted. On the other hand, lower scores signify an ecologically unhealthy shoreline. These are areas where management and/or mitigation practices 

may be desirable for improving water quality and habitat.  

The summary of scores for shorelands around Big Silver Lake is displayed on the map in the Appendix. A few portions of Big Silver [ŀƪŜΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 

moderately good condition; however, large portions of the shore have challenges that should be addressed to improve water quality, reduce aquatic plant 

growth, and increase property values.  

Shoreland ordinances were enacted to improve water quality and habitat, and to protect our lakes. To protect our lakes, county and state (NR 115) 

shoreland ordinances state that vegetation should extend at least 35 feet inland from the ordinary high water mark, with the exception of an optional 30 

foot viewing corridor for each shoreland lot. Although some properties were grandfathered in when the ordinance was initiated in 1966, following this 

guidance will benefit the health of the lake and its inhabitants. 

There are a variety of written materials and websites that provide information about healthy shorelands. Many creative ways can also be used to get the 

word out and have some fun. Discussing topics in a meaningful way to the membership is a way to help keep them engaged and interested. Some of their 

interests were expressed in the answer to the survey question related to motivations for changing land management.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2156D9Z_LAhWkgYMKHdJ3B4QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.shorelandmanagement.org/quick/ns.html&bvm=bv.115339255,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNEg9FryiadecCqxTv8CueekkirXuw&ust=1456936351893234
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